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placed on a hard and fast regime of red
tape, though it boded well at the outset,
proved fatal in the end. The German
war-machine was the martial counterpart
of State socialism, and its disintegration
but an emanation of a general stagnation
which obtained in the entire officialdom,
and which has since rendered the industrial
rehabilitation of the country next to
impossible Bureaucracy was not invented
in modern Germany; it has been tried in
Anglo-Saxon lands; it was in vogue in
England in the seventeenth century and
most of the eighteenth. It has always
been found to be momentarily successful
but disastrous as a permanent policy, and
was completely overturned by the industrial
revolution.

The machine that has become a curse
must be made a blessing

The invention of new systems of or-
ganization has aggravated the effect pro-
duced by the invention of new mechanisms
of labor. The general result is that man
has become the slave of the machine; and
great have been the unsettlement, the
unrest and the suffering. This has led
Ruskin and his followers, such as William
Morris and Elbert Hubbard and many of
the Guild Socialists, to condemn the in-
vention of the modern machine, and at-
tempt to found again the ancient arts of
the peasantry. It does not, however, seem
likely that the old condition of things will
ever be restored. Frankenstein will not
destroy the strange monster of steel that
he has set working. Practically speaking,
it is now beyond his power to do so. Not
less invention, but more invention, is
needed. The machine which has destroyed
so much of the past, and created confusion
in the present, must be made to build up
the future. If all goes well, the humblest
farm laborer, a hundred years hence, will
find himself in a happier position than
even the upper classes of society were in
a hundred years ago. For he will be
the master of a metal slave, cheaply but
strongly built, and driven by a cheap
supply of power, which will free him from
all the hard and brain-deadening part of
his labors and win him leisure and the

means for sweetening and liberalizing rec-
reations. The enormous factory towns will
again be resolved into little industrial
groups, scattered over the countryside
and partly reattached to the soil. And
the great commercial cities will go on
spreading for hundreds of miles, along
motor-roads and high-speed railways, until
they will be lost in the woodlands and the
farmlands continually intervening between
the clusters of red-roofed and white-walled
houses.

We live in an age of transition between a
dead world and one in travail

In other words, we are living in an age
of transition between a dead world and a
world still in travail of birth. Neither
statesman nor prophet can of themselves
get us out of the muddle into which we
have fallen. Yet both can greatly assist,
one by practising, and the other by preach-
ing, the religion of true liberty. Our gen-
eration needs uplifting by another wave
of inspiration, hope and enthusiasm. The
popular mind must be touched again with
a divine fire, and set to work with a re-
newed genius for invention in all the de-
partments of national life. The task that
the men of the eighteenth century partly
accomplished must be carried to its full
end in the next three generations. As
the State does not invent, the State can-
not help us here.

All that fosters individual initiative,
with its innumerable experiments, enter-
prises and adventures; all that elicits
from a man powers of mind that he did not
himself suspect; all that shows how the
manifold experiences and essays and in-
sights of a free and law-abiding people can
put to shame the well-thought-out plans of
the most enlightened bureaucracy; all that
justifies liberty of her children is needed
to save the Anglo-Celtic race from falling
by the way when its noble and mighty task
is scarcely half carried through. We must
show that the inventive power of a free
people is more permanently effective than
the organization for efficiency which the
Prussian undertook to force upon the
world. If we fail to do so, it may be many
hundreds of years before liberty becomes